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Open Access (OA) : about the terminology

1. Narrow meaning – unrestricted online access to peer-
reviewed scholarly journal articles, dissertations, and now 
also scholarly books and book chapters via institutional 
repositories (IR), or via publishers’ website, often born digital

2. Unrestricted online access to digitised content of library 
special collections, text and image archives, etc

3. Official publications that are freely available online

4. Text transcription of out-of-copyright material that are freely 
available on the internet (e.g. texts of Chinese classical 
literature). Useful for quick reference purposes or general 
reading)

5. Chinese reference material & linguistic tools freely available 
on the internet

In this presentation, we are referring to all of the above.
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OA in China: situation & 

development
 2003 - Signatory to the Berlin Declaration on Open 

Access to Knowledge in the Sciences and 
Humanities (c.f. Scottish Declaration on Open 
Access, 2004)

 2005 – Digital portal of National Library of China

 2005 – Xiaomen University, the first university 
library in China launching IR

 2010 - China Open Access Journals, COAJ

 2012 - 685 out of 8,814 CAJ journals provided by 
CNKI offered open access*
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http://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration


1. Institutional Repositories (IR)
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40 IRs from China mainland, 2 from Hong Kong, 57 from Taiwan
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No. of articles by language: Chinese 16,712, among top 10 in full 

text language. Mostly in science & technology Searchable in 

Chinese as well as in English



No. of articles by country of publication:

China 24,047; Taiwan 4,942; Hong Kong 13,505
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IR resources - Mainland China

 Ranking web of respositories – China 

http://repositories.webometrics.info/en/asia/china

 Directory of Open Access Repositories – China 

http://www.opendoar.org/countrylist.php?cContinent=Asia#
China

 China Academic Institutional Repository 

http://ir.calis.edu.cn/index

 China Open Access Journals, COAJ  

http://www.oaj.cas.cn/

Mostly in science & technology
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Examples: 

Ranking Web of Repositories
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COAJ – 650 journals; 1,419,694 articles. Mostly 

in science & technology
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IR resources - Hong Kong

 HKU Scholars Hub  (香港大學學術庫 ) http://hub.hku.hk/

 HKUL Digital Initiatives  http://lib.hku.hk/database/

 Hong Kong Journals Online (HKJO) 
http://hkjo.lib.hku.hk/exhibits/show/hkjo/home

 Hong Kong Oral History Archives (香港口述歷史檔案) 
http://sunzi.lib.hku.hk/hkoh/

 Hong Kong and the West until 1860 華僑華人研究書目庫
http://bamboo.lib.hku.hk/HKWest/HKWest.htm

 Union Catalogue of Chinese Overseas Collections 
http://sunzi.lib.hku.hk/ucatalogue/index.jsp

 Hong Kong Literature Database 香港文學資料庫
http://hklitpub.lib.cuhk.edu.hk/index_eng.jsp

 Dissertations and Theses Collections (DTC) 
http://library.hkbu.edu.hk/electronic/libdbs/dol.html

 Hong Kong Macao Periodicals Network 
http://hkmpnpub.lib.cuhk.edu.hk/
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IR resources - Taiwan

 Taiwan Journal of Anthropology  《臺灣人類學刊》
http://www.ioe.sinica.edu.tw/Content/Messages/Msg_content.aspx?
&SiteID=530367210274542025&MenuID=530413531560410341

 《臺灣史研究》http://ithda.ith.sinica.edu.tw/quarterly_01.php

 台灣學術機構典藏 http://tair.org.tw/

 National Taiwan University Journal Database 臺灣大學學術期刊資
料庫 http://ejournal.press.ntu.edu.tw/main.php (containing nearly 30 
academic journals, mostly in arts, humanities and social science)

 NDLTD (National Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations in 
Taiwan) 台湾博硕士论文知识加值系统 http://ndltd.ncl.edu.tw/cgi-
bin/gs32/gsweb.cgi/login?o=dwebmge
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臺灣博碩士論文知識加值系統
As of 10 September 2015, 332,589 full text; 906,831 indexes and 

abstracts only. Findable in Google.
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China-related resources in IR

15

Example of content in English:



2. Digitised content
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 The International Dunhuang Project: The Silk Road Online 國際
敦煌項目http://idp.bl.uk/

 Academica Sinica Digital Resources中央研究院數位典藏資源
網 http://ndaip.sinica.edu.tw/en_index.jsp

 東京大學東洋文化研究所藏漢集善本影響資料庫
http://shanben.ioc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/index.html

 Internet Archive https://archive.org/

 China US million book digital library Project (中美百万册书数
字图书馆合作计划) https://archive.org/details/cadal
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CADAL = China-America Digital Academic 

Library 高等学校中英图书数字化国际计划

 Based on China-US Million Book Digital 
Library Project, from 2002

 Objective: to create a free-to-read,  
searchable digital library of one million 
books

 50% Chinese books, 50% English books

 78,352 Chinese volumes available already
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China platform hosted on CALIS website: 

http://www.calis.edu.cn
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http://www.calis.edu.cn/


China platform : 

http://www.cadal.zju.edu.cn/index
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http://www.cadal.zju.edu.cn/index


Internet Archive platform: 
https://archive.org/details/cadal&terab=collection
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https://archive.org/details/cadal&terab=collection


National Digital Library of China

 http://m.ndlib.cn

 Over 40,000 digitised books

 Need to register with China mobile phone 
numbers 

 Two categories of material: created by 
NLC & commercial products

 Maximum entitlements for reader card 
holders
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http://m.ndlib.cn/


Reader categories and entitlements

23



24



HahtiTrust items by language: 255,218 Chinese items, of which 18,145 

items are in public domain for free access

http://www.hathitrust.org/statistics_visualizations
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http://www.hathitrust.org/statistics_visualizations


World Digital Library

World Digital Library - Chinese (454 items, 
between 1199 BC and 1931)

http://www.wdl.org/en/search/?languages=zh
o#11377

Example below:
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http://www.wdl.org/en/search/?languages=zho#11377


琴苑心傳全編 (1636-1667) 
A complete study of the Chinese zither
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《四庫全書》 - Compare OA resource with subscription based 

resource: Open Access resource



《四庫全書》- subscription-based resource
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Digital Archive of Chinese Buddhist Temple 

Gazetteers 中國佛教寺廟志數位典藏
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This is the website for the Temple Gazetteer Project at 
Dharma Drum Buddhist College 法鼓佛教學院. The 
project is funded by the Chung-Hwa Institute of Buddhist 
Studies 中華佛學研究所. The gazetteers collected in the 
project stem mainly from two twentieth-century 
compilations of woodblock reprints: Zhongguo Fosi Shizhi 
Huikan 中國佛寺史志彙刊. Taipei, 1980-1994. Compiled 
by Du Jiexiang 杜潔祥. (ZFSH) 三輯110 vols, and 

Zhongguo fosizhi congkan 中国佛寺志丛刊. Yangzhou: 

Guangling shushe 广陵书社 2006 . Compiled by Zhang Zhi 

et al. 张智等编辑. (ZFC) 130 vols.

http://buddhistinformatics.ddbc.edu.tw/fosizhi/

Bibliographic record in WorldCat

31

http://buddhistinformatics.ddbc.edu.tw/fosizhi/


Chinese Foreign Policy Database
1,500 declassified documents since 1949
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http://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/theme/chinese-foreign-policy-database


3. Official publications
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Official publications - Mainland China

 Statistical Yearbooks of China 中国统计年鉴 (1996 -
last year) http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj

 National Data 国家数据 http://data.stats.gov.cn

 China census data 中国人口普查数据 (full data for 5th

and 6th census) http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/pcsj

Many more :

 中国统计年鉴 1997-2014

 统计公报 1978-2014

 国际统计年鉴 2008-2014

 金砖国家联合统计手册 2015 (use Firefox browser)
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More…
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长三角联合网（http://www.yangtze.org.cn）includes  长三角数据库which contains长三角
统计年鉴(372本), 长三角统计月报(4426篇), 长三角专题调查(1317篇) annual reports, blue 
papers, etc. need to go through complicated registration process through social media
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http://www.yangtze.org.cn/


4. Transcribed texts, mainly of 

Chinese classics
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 Project Gotenberg – Chinese books 
http://www.gutenberg.org/browse/languages/zh

 大家艺文天地 http://www.ourartnet.com/

(lots of Chinese classics for free, including 四庫全書)

 Chinese Text Project http://ctext.org/

 漢籍電子文獻資料庫 http://hanji.sinica.edu.tw/

(including 二十五史)

 開放文學 / 開放劇本 http://open-lit.com/index.php
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5. Chinese reference material 

& linguistic tools
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Reference material

 中文字普 http://www.zhongwen.com/zi.htm

 Chinese characters Dictionary Web

 康熙字典網上版 http://www.kangxizidian.com/

 Chinese characters Dictionary Web
http://www.zhongwen.com/zi.htm

 Index Translationum - World Bibliography of 
Translation 

http://www.unesco.org/xtrans/bscontrib.aspx
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Linguistic tools

 Chinese Tools http://www.chinese-tools.com/

 Chinese to pinyin converter 
http://www.chinesetools.eu/tools/chinese-to-pinyin

 Online Chinese Tools http://www.mandarintools.com

 汉语考试服务网 (need to register) 
http://www.chinesetest.cn/index.do
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6. Visual material
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Old Maps Online – containing old China maps
http://www.oldmapsonline.org/#bbox=5.273438,14.43468,62.753906,48.922499&q=&datefrom=1000&dateto=2010
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http://www.oldmapsonline.org/#bbox=5.273438,14.43468,62.753906,48.922499&q=&datefrom=1000&dateto=2010


Historical photographs

 Sydney D. Gamble Photographs  
http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/gamble

(Approximately 5,000 photographs, primarily of China 
from 1917-1932 )

 Historical Photographs of China http://chp.vcea.net/

 Visualising China 1850-1950  http://visualisingchina.net/

8,000 rare photographs of Chinese life in the early 
twentieth century

46

http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/gamble
http://chp.vcea.net/
http://visualisingchina.net/


Further link

Selected Open Access Resources for Chinese 
Studies

http://www.eastasianlib.org/ccm/OAresources.html

Resources Compiled by Ye (Dianna) Xu and Susan 
Xue, May 2014
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Some issues to consider

Benefits
 Financial

 Speed of access

Issues
 Not systematic

 Incomplete (c.f. China Data Centre resources)

 Sources – authority?

 Reliability 

What librarians can do
 Findability – Google, Google Scholar, Baidu 

 Alerts – mailing list (e.g. eastlib)

 Link to the library system / catalogue? 48



Google search result
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Thank you!

谢谢！

Shenxiao Tong

Edinburgh University Library


